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	Demonstration of Clinical Competence to Administer Chemotherapy


Definition/Purpose: All registered nurses administering antineoplastic agents will be educated about the safe administration and handling of chemotherapeutic agents and will adopt the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) guidelines for practice delineated in Cancer Chemotherapy Guidelines and Recommendations for Practice (2001). It is the responsibility of the clinical leader at the practice to assure that all nurses meet ONS guidelines, have successfully completed both parts of the clinical practicum evaluation, are educated about new drugs and techniques as they are adopted, and are updated annually. 

All permanent full-time and part-time nurses will have documented competency in part I and part II of the practicum evaluation within 3 months of their date of hire. All prn and on-call nurses will have documented competency in part I of the practicum evaluation within 3 months of their date of hire. No nurses will be allowed to function independently as nurse chemotherapists until they have completed the certification process. Current chemo certification and competency verification from Fountain Valley Regional Hospital will be accepted as appropriate documentation of competence.

Personnel Responsible: Registered Nurses

Policy: Appropriate care and procedures must be followed when administering any chemotherapy agent. Clinical competency exams will be used to routinely assess nursing staff for knowledge and skill relating to chemotherapy administration.

Procedural Steps:

A. Whenever possible, nurses hired at {Practice Name} will have prior experience and education, and ideally ONS certification. Upon hire the nurse will provide evidence of licensure, and prior continuing education and certification. This evidence will be placed on file in the employee’s personnel record.

B. An assessment of prior oncology experience and clinical competency utilizing the ONS clinical practicum evaluations part I and II will be made at the practice site. When the nurse cannot provide evidence of prior certification or when she/he does not demonstrate competence, the clinical leader will develop a plan to provide education and a clinical practicum.

The nurse leader will monitor the safe handling and administration of chemotherapy within the practice, will assure that all nurses will be educated about new agents prior to first administration of them, will routinely evaluate the practice of nurses administering chemotherapy, and will take remedial action when indicated. This evaluation will be reflected as part of the nurse’s annual performance review.

Administration of Antineoplastic Agents

Clinical Practicum Evaluation, Part I

Nurse:_________________________________________________

Date Certification Completed:______________________________

As part of the nurse’s evaluation, the preceptor will verify performance of basic skills by indicating whether the nurse completes the following steps.

	Task
	Date
	Certified

By

	1.   Checks appropriate laboratory data prior to reconstituting chemotherapy (CBC, neutrophil count, platelets, BUN/CR, LFTs)


	
	

	2. Verifies prescriber’s written order for specific dosage, route, and 

mode of administration


	
	

	3. Calculates drug dosage based on patient’s height and weight


	
	

	4. Observes precautions in drug preparation and handling


	
	

	5. Maintains aseptic technique


	
	

	6. Reconstitutes drugs under sterile conditions according to package insert 


	
	

	7. Discards unused portion of drug in proper container


	
	

	8. Takes appropriate action in the event of drug spillage


	
	

	9. Takes appropriate action in the event of drug spray or contact with skin or mucous membranes


	
	

	10. Correctly labels drug with patient’s name, drug name, drug dose (and amount per unit volume), route of administration, date and time prepared, vesicant, and storage requirements


	
	

	11. Verifies drug dosage a second time


	
	

	12. Correctly states immediate and delayed side effects of drug


	
	

	13. Assures patient identification with 2 identifiers


	
	

	14. Identifies self to patient


	
	

	15. Informs patient of procedure for reaching a nurse during treatment


	
	

	16. Reviews patient’s allergy history


	
	

	17. Verifies that informed consent has occurred, if investigational protocol


	
	

	18. Assures patient comfort and provides antiemetic, if indicated


	
	

	19. Explains procedure and any side effects of the drugs and answers patient’s questions appropriately


	
	

	20. Assesses patient’s response to previous therapy


	
	

	21. Teaches patient to report any adverse reactions immediately and educates patient for side effects or sensations (coloration of skin, metallic taste, nausea/vomiting, etc.)


	
	

	22. Assembles equipment prior to attempting venipuncture


	
	

	23. Washes hands


	
	

	24. Selects appropriate site for venipuncture


	
	

	25. Applies tourniquet properly


	
	

	26. Prepares the venipuncture site according to institutional policy without subsequent contamination


	
	

	27. Successfully performs venipuncture with 2 or fewer attempts


	
	

	28. Removes the tourniquet


	
	

	29. Anchors the line with tape (not putting tape directly over needle) to allow visualization of the site


	
	

	30. Stabilizes venipuncture site


	
	

	31. Checks for patency of vein by instilling 5-7 mL of normal saline


	
	

	32. Reconfirms vein patency periodically by checking for blood return 
(2-3 mL), especially for IVP


	
	

	33. Primes tubing with NS or D5W (not chemotherapy) to avoid inadvertent spillage or dripping of chemotoxic drug


	
	

	34. Flushes tubing upon completion of one drug before administering another drug (recommended to give vesicants before nonvesicants, if appropriate per treatment protocol)


	
	

	35. Injects drugs at the appropriate speed to prevent untoward sensations/complications


	
	

	36. Takes appropriate action should infiltration of a drug occur


	
	

	37. Observes for allergic or hypersensitivity reactions to the drugs and takes appropriate action should either occur


	
	

	38. Demonstrates skill in usage and maintenance of the venous-access device, if used


	
	

	39. Flushes IV tubing with a sufficient amount of saline to clear the line prior to removing the needle 


	
	

	40. Removes the needle, elevates the extremity, and instructs the patient to apply pressure to the site


	
	

	41. Applies a dressing to the venipuncture site


	
	

	42. Instructs patient on post treatment care, precautions, and use of medications for side effect management at home


	
	

	43. Disposes of equipment in proper container according to institutional policies and procedures


	
	

	44. Documents procedure in the medical record according to institutional policies and procedures


	
	


Patient Education Check Sheet

Clinical Practicum Evaluation, Part II

Nurse:_________________________________________________

Date Certification Completed:______________________________

	Task
	Date
	Certified By

	1. Participates in interdisciplinary care planning with physicians and other healthcare professionals (eg, home care, dietary)


	
	

	2. Anticipates complications of chemotherapy and takes action to prevent/minimize the complications


	
	

	3. Involves patient and family in care planning, and attempts to establish interventions specific to the individual needs of the patient


	
	

	4. Instructs patient on hair/scalp care


	
	

	5. Reviews laboratory indices and appropriately instructs a myelosuppressed patient regarding conservation of energy, infection, and bleeding precautions


	
	

	6. Identifies patients at risk for stomatitis and instructs the patient on oral hygiene, preventive measures, and treatments (mouthwashes and medications)


	
	

	7. Demonstrates knowledge of the use of drug therapy, relaxation, and diversional therapies in the prevention and management of nausea and vomiting


	
	

	8. Instructs patients regarding the prevention and management of gastrointestinal complications (constipation, diarrhea)


	
	

	9. Identifies and takes nursing action in the prevention or management of a potential/actual allergic reaction, and management of ADRs


	
	

	10. Takes appropriate precautions in the preparation, handling, administration, and disposal of chemotherapy 


	
	

	11. Demonstrates knowledge and skill in assessment, management, and follow-up care of extravasation


	
	

	12. Demonstrates skill in assessing the patient’s need for a venous access device and the factors to be considered in selecting one type of device over another for a particular patient


	
	

	13. Demonstrates knowledge of research trials through participation in data collection, drug administration, patient education, and follow-up
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