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	Venous Access Devices


Definition/Purpose: Cancer patients often need long-term IV therapy, which requires safe, repeated access to the venous system for the administration of drugs, fluids, nutrition and blood products. Venous access devices are catheters, cannulas or infusion ports designed for long-term, repeated access to the venous or arterial systems.

Personnel Responsible: RN, Physician Assistant
Policy:

To manage long-term IV therapy effectively the clinical staff must be familiar with the various types of venous access devices (VADs) and the care and maintenance procedures required for each type.

A. Central venous catheters (eg, Hickman, Groshong, PICC, Broviac) are inserted into a large vein, typically the superior vena cava that leads to the right atrium of the heart. 

B. Implanted infusion ports (port-a-caths ) are self-sealing injection ports housed in a plastic or metal case that is connected to a silicone venous catheter that leads to and ends in the right atrium of the heart. The port is implanted under sterile conditions in an operating room while the patient is under local anesthesia.  
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