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	Intra-arterial Chemotherapy Administration


Definition/Purpose: Access to the arterial circulation for the purpose of medication administration and implanted port flushing.
Personnel Responsible: Registered Nurses trained in arterial access.
Equipment/Supplies Required:  

· 20-mL sterile saline for injection

· 10-mL syringes

· Heparin or other anticoagulant as ordered by the physician

· Band-Aid

· Sterile venous access kit

· Personal protective equipment

· Sharps container (available in area)

Policy: Appropriate care and procedures must be followed when accessing the arterial circulation for the purpose of administering medications and flushing implanted ports.

Procedural Steps: 

A. Explain the procedure to patient.  

B. Gather equipment and prepare chemotherapy medications.

C. Wash hands and put on gloves.

D. Provide for privacy, if necessary.

E. Access arterial port using same procedure as “Accessing Implanted Venous Port.” Administer meds/chemo per physician’s order.

F. Flush port with 10-20 mL normal saline.

G. Flush with anticoagulant according to practice standards using a 10-mL syringe.

H. Maintain positive pressure in the syringe while removing the needle from port. Apply gentle pressure for 10-15 seconds and apply Band-Aid.

Patient/Caregiver Instructions:

A. Call the office for any signs of bleeding, and apply pressure to the site.

B. Report any swelling, redness, or pain at the site.

C. Advise patient to have appointment for weekly flushes of port.

Documentation:

A. Medical record

Document medication name, dosage, route of administration, site, time and date given, patient response to medication, and signature.  Document patient teaching.

B. Billing

Mark encounter form to bill for appropriate units of medication (J code), IV solutions and supplies as well as intra-arterial chemotherapy procedure code (96420, 96422 and/or 96423). Bill Level 1 E & M code (99211-nurse visit) as appropriate.   
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