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	Cytotoxic Drug Spills


Definition/Purpose:  Appropriate care should be taken in all aspects of handling cytotoxic drugs to prevent the exposure of personnel, patients, visitors, or the environment to hazardous drug contamination.  In the event of a cytotoxic drug spill, measures will be taken to minimize the exposure.  

Personnel Responsible:  All clinical personnel

Policy:

All spills will be cleaned up immediately using a hazardous waste spill kit.  Protective personal equipment should be worn by all personnel involved in the cleanup effort.  The immediate area in which the spill occurs should be kept free from traffic until spill is contained and removed.

Procedural Steps:

A. Remove any person(s) who may be contaminated or at risk of contamination. 

B. Place a sign to notify others of spill and/or block-off contaminated area.

C. Immediately wash any person’s contaminated skin with soap and water.

D. Remove any broken glass fragments and place them in puncture-resistant hazardous waste containers.

E. Absorb liquids with spill pad from spill kit.

F. Remove powder with damp disposable gauze pad or toweling.

G. Once all hazardous materials are removed, rinse the area with water.

H. Clean the area with detergent and rinse thoroughly.

I. Place all contaminated materials in doubled cytotoxic disposal bags, seal, and transport to puncture-resistant hazardous waste container.
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